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Flint, it was the Americans who, coming from a
country of no stable poetic tradition, and looking
on foreign cultures without insularity, crystallised
tentative ideas into a programme.

Imagism grew out of a Poet's Club founded in
jest by Hulme in 1908, and out of subsequent plans
for revolutionising English poetry by vers libre
and adaptations of the Japanese tonka and haikai.
Mr Pound invented the term " Imagist" and
made the first anthology in 1914, with pieces
by H.D., F. S. Flint, A. Lowell, James Joyce,
F. M. Hueffer, W. Carlos Williams, and himself.
Later he fell out, and Amy Lowell took com-
mand; but after 1917 the school as such ceased
to exist, partly because of dissensions, partly
because its original theories no longer satisfied
its members.

T. E. Hulme was killed in the war, but his
fragmentary Speculations give the aesthetic b^sis of
the movement. He was a Bergsonian, and just
because he suspected logic and preached the truth
of intuition, he rigorously demanded precision of
expression. Inspired by Remy de Gourmont's
Probleme du Style, he revived the cult of the Word
from which most recent poetry springs. Essentially
anti-romantic, he felt, like Worringer in Germany,
that modern life brought disharmony between man
and nature. Against the humanism introduced by
the Renaissance and widespread since Rousseau
he constantly inveighed, since it made man the
measure of all things and led to theories of democracy
and perfectibility.